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Alaska has one million acres of land for
every day of the year.




WELCOME TO ALASKA

We aren’t really that different...however...
here ate a few words, slang, or facts it may be
helpful to know. That way, you’ll understand
what folks up here are saying and learn a few
factoids about the “Last Frontier.”

Local Vocabulary

Break Up is the END OF WINTER!!! It refers to
the time of year when the ice and snow begin
to melt and we find out if we have a paved
street or not.

Cheechako is a newcomer to Alaska. It
is actually a mispronunciation of early
missionaties, miners and trappers from
Chicago who were called Cheechakos.

Dipnetting is fishing using a big net
attached to a long handled pole. %t is best
done on the Chitina River or the Kenai in
June and July.

Eagles are
stillgconsidgred _/'U"'

endangered.

It is illegal to
possess any
part of an’eagle
unless you are
an Alaskan
Native.

Fireweed is the unofficial

o | state flower. It is a weed

that grows wild and is also
known as “flaming arrow”
in Arizona. Legen% has it the
snow will be as deep as the
fireweed is tall and after the
fireweed tops out, there are
six weeks until snow flies.

Interior is the central part of the state and is
a place of extremes: sunlight, darkness, cold,
snow, bugs, etc.

King is the biggest of all freshwater game
fish'to be had in Alaska, the King Salmon. It
is pronounced “sam-on”, no “L” sound.

How Big is Alaska?!

Alaska :
586,400

33,904 miles

28,000 miles

Square miles:
Coastline:
Glacier:

Lower 48 are the 48 contiguous
states (not including Hawaii.)

Outside is anywhere other than
Alaska and regfe\;:]s to leaving the
state to go somewhere else: “I’'m

oing Outside for a couple of
weeks to visit family or to get
away from cabin fever.”

Sleeping Lady is the name of a mountain near Cook Inlet.
and became a mountain waiting for her love to come back.) It is also kdown as Mount Susitna.

Fairbanks

nn:lwrng::-

Square miles:
Coastline:
Glacier:

Continental USA

3,022,361
12,383 miles
218 miles

Willow Ptarmigan, an arcitc
grouse, is the official state bird

Reds are the best tasting of all
the salmon and are best caught
(ﬁp a fly rod with hand-tied

ies.

egend says an Alaska Native woman died

Sourdough is someone who has lived in Alaska a
long time and is now sour on snow and cold but
doesn’t have enough dough to leave. Also, a main
cooking ingredient early miners and trappers used
to make sourdough bread and pancakes.

Southeast is the part of Alaska that is home to our
state capital, Juneau, which you can only reach by
plane ot boat.

Termination Dust is the first snow in the fall that
remains on the mountains. It’s a sure sign of rapidly
approaching winter at ground level. The phrase was
coined by eatly miners and construction workers
when it was tifne to terminate work or be snowed-
in.

The Slope is the uppermost part of Alaska, above
the Arctic Circle where oil was discovered, as in
Prudhoe Bay, Barrow, Deadhorse, and “my husband
works on the Slope.”

Two On/Two Off or two on two, or three and
two, refers to a work schedule for the Slope where
people work two weeks and are off for two weeks
at a'time.




